Concepts of music overview – simplified version 

The following is a general outline of Western musical concepts.

Pitch

· Are sounds high or low?

· Are they ‘organised’ into a melody?

· Is there one melody or more?

· Are there different sections? How can you tell?

· Are sounds played together (chords)?

· Are there high parts and low parts (‘bass line’)?

Duration

· Short/long sounds? (Silences?)

· Is there a beat?  Is it divided into groups (2, 3 or 4)?

· Is the tempo (speed of beat) fast, slow or medium?

· Repeated patterns (ostinato)?

· Are parts similar or different in duration?

· Are there different sections? How can you tell?

Tone colour

· Type of instrument? (How is the sound made – wind, strings, percussion, keyboard, electric?)

· Voice? Female or male?

· Is the tone colour ‘clear’ or ‘distorted’? (Describe it. Does it change?)

· Are the tone colours similar or different throughout? Do they ‘blend’ (eg all strings)?

· Do the tone colours change in sections? In one instrument?

Dynamics

· Are the sounds loud, soft or medium?

· Does the music change from soft to loud?

· Is it a gradual change (‘crescendo’ or ‘tapered dynamics’) or a sudden change when sounds are added (‘terraced dynamics’)?

· Are dynamic levels different in sections or the same?

· Does the music ‘fade out’?

Texture

· How many layers of sound are there?

· Do the layers remain the same throughout or change?

· Is there one main melody or several? 

· One layer = monophonic; melody + accompaniment = homophonic; multiple melodies = polyphonic

Structure

· Are there different sections in the music?

· How can you tell?

· What stays the same and what changes? (Verse? Chorus? ABA?)

· Are there repeating sections? Patterns?

· Is there an introduction?

· Is there an ‘end’ section (coda)?
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